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Pensacola Beach, Fla 

Fairhope, Ala. 

Seaside, Fla.  

New Orleans 



Gulf Coast Aerospace Corridor 2011-2012 – 13 

Preface: Regional overview 
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Photos page 12: Courtesy Seaside, Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce, New Orleans Convention Bureau  

Mobile, Ala., photo courtesy Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce 
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Village of Tradition photo 
The “walkable” Village of Tradition in Harrison County, Miss. 
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Preface: Regional overview 

Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce photo 
Conde-Charlotte Museum House, built in 1850, in Mobile, Ala. 
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New Orleans Convention and Visitors Bureau photo 
Streets in New Orleans have a European feel. 
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Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce 



Gulf Coast Aerospace Corridor 2011-2012 – 18 

/*������
����%�
�����
/*������
����%�
�����
/*������
����%�
�����
 ���

Tcp illustration using Google Earth 
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Part I - Foreign investments 
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   China is just the latest 
foreign country to invest in 
the Gulf Coast aerospace 
corridor, and it’s unlikely to 
be the last to see the region 
as a good beachhead...�

���	��������������

· )!��� �������������!��������� ������������
�(��+!���=���������� �������������

· 3��������������������(��+!���=�����
 ��# ����=(���>��&?@=� !��(����

· &���� ������# �����������,����������
���A����$��!���#��!����!�����

· �����������������#�&����#���3��������
1�!�����������)�������  ��(!���$�����#����

· �������(���(�������������(���������!������
��������� ���� ��������'�������#���

· �������������������#������� �����
�������������������(�,��

%!���������������

Mississippi Alabama 

Florida 

Louisiana 

Tcp illustration, Google Earth map 
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Part I: Foreign investments 

Airbus North America photo 
Airbus Engineering Center at Brookley Aeroplex in Mobile, Ala. Brookley is a former military base and home to a 
number of aerospace companies. EADS chose it for a tanker assembly plant, but lost the bid to Boeing. 
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Part I: Foreign investments 
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Part I: Foreign investments 

Rolls-Royce photo 
Rolls-Royce tests commercial jet engines at NASA’ Stennis 
Space Center, Miss. They are flown in and out of nearby 
Stennis International Airport in Kiln, Miss. 
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Part I: Foreign investments 

Paris Air Show photo 
An Airbus A380 at the Paris Air Show in 2009, when Mobile, 
Ala., was in the running for an Airbus assembly plant to make 
tankers for the U.S. Air Force. The award went to Boeing, but 
Mobile still hopes to land a major aircraft assembly facility. 
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Part II - Space activities 
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   With NASA pushing much 
of the space flight effort to 
commercial companies, the 
development of multiple 
technology parks bodes well 
for the region...�
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Mississippi Alabama 

Florida Louisiana 

Tcp illustration, Google Earth map 
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NASA photo 
Aerial view of Michoud Assembly Facility in New Orleans East, which has 43 acres under one roof. NASA 
remains interested in turning more than 830 acres around Michoud into an advanced manufacturing park. 

Photo page 28: Test cell dome placed atop the A-3 Test Stand at NASA's John C. Stennis Space Center, Miss. 
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NASA photo 
A striking night test of a fuel turbopump of the Integrated Powerhead 
Demonstrator at Stennis Space Center, Miss., several years ago. 
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NASA photo 
A Space Shuttle external tank moves out of the Michoud Assembly Facility in 
New Orleans. 
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Tcp illustration, Google Earth map 
With Stennis Space Center and Michoud Assembly Facility less than 
40 miles apart, economic development officials are looking for ways 
to leverage what they call the Stennis-Michoud Aerospace Corridor. 

Stennis 

Michoud 
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Tcp illustration, Google Earth map 
Site C-6 is in the eastern portion of Eglin Air Force Base, about 35 
miles to the east of the main gate. 

Site C-6 

Eglin AFB 
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U.S. Air Force photo 
AN/FPS-85 Phased Array Radar at Eglin AFB, Fla. 
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In the photo above, the Max 
Launch Abort System was 
successfully tested at NASA’s 
Wallops Flight Facility in 
Virginia in June 2009. The 
system is designed to provide 
an escape for astronauts in 
case of emergency. In the 
photo to the right, the MLAS 
composite fairing was built in 
Gulfport, Miss., at the Center 
for Composites Excellence. 
Formerly part of Northrop 
Grumman, it’s now part of 
Huntington-Ingalls Industries.  

NASA photo 

NASA photo 
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Eglin Air Force Base photo 
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Part III - RDT&E/applied technologies 

�����������������������
   The region’s big dog for 
aerospace research is Eglin 
Air Force Base, but across 
the region there are major 
federal and state research 
operations...�

%!�&�#	
�����������

���	��������������

· 3��������������(�����'���������0�����&3<��
3��	��������������� ����=�������)���	�

· &���� ���5���������������(�����!��������
#��������(��+!���=�����������>���/-�

· 0������������ ����������#�����������9���
#����������!���$��������� �����/-�

· %��'�����$��������(� �����#����������
!�������������������(��+!���=������������

· �/-�������6�9	�������������!���$���������
�(����(���
���������������� �������!���$�

· 2���������#�'�����(�������� ����������(�
��# !���!����!������0�����&3<�

Mississippi Alabama 

Florida Louisiana 

Tcp illustration, Google Earth map 
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Part III: RDT&E/applied technologies 

Photo page 40: Explosion from Joint Direct Attack Munition during testing at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. 

Air Force image 
Weapons development and testing is the primary function of the Air Armament Center and Air Force Research 
Laboratory/Munitions Directorate and the joint Armament Directorate at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. 
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Part III: RDT&E/applied technologies 
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Part III: RDT&E/applied technologies 

Air Force photo 
The Massive Ordinance Penetrator, designed to penetrate 
underground. Its predecessor was the Massive Ordinance Air 
Blast Bomb, tested at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., in 2003. 
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Part III: RDT&E/applied technologies 

NASA photo 
A rocket engine is tested at NASA’s John C. Stennis Space Center, 
Miss., in this file photo. 
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Part III: RDT&E/applied technologies 

NVision Solution photo 
A touch screen that allows multiple users is one of the appli-
cations for geospatial technologies developed by NVision 
Solutions of Stennis Space Center, Miss. 
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Part III: RDT&E/applied technologies 

IHMC photo 
The Florida Institute for Human and Machine Cognition is 
working with NASA to create the algorithms to allow robots 
to walk on uneven surfaces. The key is to make them able to 
recover from unexpected jolts. 
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Part III: RDT&E/applied technologies 

Lockheed Martin photo 
The heat shield of the Orion crew vehicle at the Michoud Assembly 
Facility in New Orleans. Michoud is home to the National Center for 
Advanced Manufacturing. In late May, NASA announced that Lock-
heed Martin will build a new spacecraft for deep spaced based on the 
Orion - a survivor of the canceled Constellation Program. 
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Part IV - Unmanned systems/robotics 

%!�&���!���'�����
��

 �����!������������	������
   Thousands of robots will 
be flying in the future, and 
many more will be on land, 
in oceans and space, and 
this region has a foot in the 
door of a growth industry...�

���	��������������

· �����,����%&?�� ������������F���������
,��������(����	8���������

· +������4�,������3�������!��%&?��
����#��������)����"������)���	�

· 0�����&3<��3��	�������#�����������������$�����
%&?��$���#��

· &���������,������������(��+!���=�����
�  ��'�������%&?�����(���

· ���������$���#����������'��� ������
"����������3��	������*&�&����(����
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Mississippi Alabama 

Florida Louisiana 

Tcp illustration, Google Earth map 
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Part IV: Unmanned systems/robotics  

Photo page 52: The Northrop Grumman-built Fire Scout unmanned helicopter is in service with the U.S. Navy. 

Northrop Grumman photo 
The Euro Hawk, a variant of the Global Hawk built for Germany, takes off on an early flight. The fuselage for the 
Euro Hawk, and other Global Hawk variants, are built at the Unmanned Systems Center in Moss Point, Miss. 



Gulf Coast Aerospace Corridor 2011-2012 – 55 

�������
��/"���

��
�������������
�
�����������������
��
��������
�����
�����
��������������

��
���������
�����������
���
����
��
��
����
��6%"""%�
�����+�����������
����������

�
���
���%�
���
��������
A���
�E


��� ����
%�
����
����
?E�
�����
�E

�@ / �
���������
�)�
����������?-��
�����
��
�

��� �������)������A�
�%�!""0$
!":6@��
����������������<�$
����

��������
�����
�
�

������
�
��
��������	���������%�����������
�
�
��
����%�
�
�
��
��������%��

���
�

����
��
�������$

�������������
�������-� �������������

������
������.F�:������������!"/"������$
�
�����
�
�

��������������%��
�$
��
������
������

�����%�
�����
.!�F�����������
����������

���<�������
�����
��
�����������
�����
����������/00"���
���E�
������������
��
��������
�����
�
�
��
������������
�����
��%��
�����
�$��2���-�>�����
������������2�����'�����'��������������
����
��
	�������������������	��+�����������������
���%�����
��������������������
��������������	��������

�
����
��
����	�
�+������������
�� ! �
���E������!F���

��
���������������
���������������
��

��
�
�����
����	�
�����(����
����
�������
��
�����
���%�����
�����
�����
�
�

���	�����
���
����$
��$��
�������
�������������������
��	��

�������������
���
���
���������������������
�����
��
��
�
��
��� 3	
���?B-��
������������C��
��������������
�����

����������2������
��
�����
���
�
���
��������$
�
������
���%@��
�������
�������
��%��
��������

�����(��������������
�������
�-��
�����>�$
�������1���
�
����
���
���?1����I����������+��
�����
��
���������
��������� �

�
������������������

��
��
�
�%@��
�����
�)�
���
������
����
���	���%�-��
�������
�

��� ��$
������
���)�
�����
����
��?����
�����������������
����������
�����
��������
����
�����������$
����@: �
���E����
�����
���
�	��%����	
���
��

�����������

��
���
������	�����	
��������������������
		
���������������
����
���(�������������
��%�������������������
������
��
�-�>�
�������������������A����%������%���
���
���A
��
����
�
���	�������������%���
����
�+��
	��
��8�
��
����
���
�%�������������
����
�
������
��������
�����
�
�

��%��
������
������
�����������
��9
	��
���)�
�� �������������$
�
���
�����
��	�������������	�
�����
���������
�

��
����
��������������
%�����)�
�$P%�������
�������������8�
��
����
���
��
���,�����
������
���)
���
��%��<����������
����
��������
5
����������������������������������)���$
�
����%����	����	
������	����8�
��
����
��$
�
����
�����

�����
�������������
��������������
�
��
�����
����
��
����������������

�����	�)�
��
 ��������
��������������
��
���)
���
������	��������
��������
�����
�
$
�

���������	����	
��
��������������������
�	%�

����
����������
��
���������������������+��5
��$
�����������	������
���������
������	������	��
����
�
���8�
��
����
���
��������
�����<$
�
�������������������	�
��������������)�
��
 �����%������������
��9
	���
��	�������������
��
�����
������
��	�
��������������

Part IV: Unmanned systems/robotics 

Northrop Grumman illustration 
Artist’s drawing of an unmanned combat aerial vehicle, the X-47, 
leaving a Navy carrier. Unmanned systems are taking an increasing 
role in the military. 
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Part IV: Unmanned systems/robotics 

Northrop Grumman photo 
The Northrop Grumman Unmanned Systems Center is the first tenant of the Jackson County Aviation Technology 
Park in Moss Point, Miss. It’s building portions of Global Hawk and Fire Scout unmanned aerial systems. 
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Part IV: Unmanned systems/robotics 

Photo courtesy Northrop Grumman 
The Fire X project is a larger version of the Fire Scout and uses a Bell 
helicopter, but much of the Fire Scout system is used in Fire-X. 
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Part IV: Unmanned systems/robotics 
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Part IV: Unmanned systems/robotics 

NASA photo 
Robonaut 2 is circling the Earth in the International Space Station, but 
it has no legs. The Institute for Human and Machine Cognition is 
working to create algorithms to let robots like R2 walk. 
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Part IV: Unmanned systems/robotics 

&�����
��� ������	���������

Navy photo 
Slocum Glider underwater vehicles operate worldwide and are controlled by personnel at the Naval Oceanographic 
Office at Stennis Space Center, Miss. 
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Part IV: Unmanned systems/robotics 

Rebecca Burke, U.S. Navy photo 

Naval Oceanographic Office surveyors aboard the USNS Henson, secure 
an autonomous underwater vehicle recovered from the North Sea. The 
team was looking for the Bonhomme Richard, which went down off the 
English coast in 1779. 
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Part V - Military aviation 

"��� �#����$��
	�	�����
	����
   The Gulf Coast region has 
one of the nation’s largest 
concentrations of military 
bases, with many focused 
on aviation-related 
activities...�
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���	��������������

· .(����+!���=�����@5��������������#����
�(��������>��������������� ����#����'��!��

· �
��������'����������!���������!����� �����
����������,�� ������'��� #����

· �������(������(������##����������
��'��'�������'�����������'������

· =����������������������,��������9���������
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��������
����

· 1��������+!������)�F����,������������
�'���������������������

· 4�#�������������(��������>����!��&*+�
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Mississippi Alabama 

Florida Louisiana 

Tcp illustration, Google Earth map 
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Part V: Military aviation 

Lockheed Martin photo 
The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter’s first training center will be at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. The first aircraft is ex-
pected to arrive in late 2011. It will be used by the Air Force, Navy and Marines, and allied nations. 
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Part V: Military aviation 

Air National Guard photo 
An F-15 on the tarmac at the Gulfport-Biloxi International 
Airport in Mississippi. The airport is the location of the Air 
National Guard Combat Readiness Training Center. 
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Part V: Military aviation 

Air Force photo 
The Air Force Special Operations AC-130 gunship’s primary role is 
close air support, air interdiction and force protection. The most char-
acteristic feature of the gunship is its ability to circle a target and put 
sustained firepower on a target. In the Gulf Coast region, the gunships 
are based at Florida’s Hurlburt Field and Duke Field. 
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Part V: Military aviation 
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�����	� ���
Location Defense contractors Dollars awarded 2000-2010 Contracts 2000-2010 

;�������=�!��$��)�� ��8� ��7�9���8����6�� �7
�

2�������"����(��1&� 6�8� �9�869�6���8�9� 8�����

2��������=�!��$��31� �7�� �9�68
���7���9� ��96
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<�$�=�!��$��31� 69�� �8�6����7������ 8�89��

��	�.�##��$�"����(��1&� ���� �
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�6�9�7� 7���8�
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Baldwin County, AL 122 $66,114,107 701 

Walton County, FL 35 $8,561,958 214 

TOTALS 3,406 $47,038,634,253 46,206 

Source: GovernmentContractsWon.com. (Compiled May 11, 2011) 
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Part V: Military aviation 

Air Force photo 
A Hurricane Hunter on the tarmac on a winter day. The aircraft are assigned to the 403rd Reserve Wing at Keesler 
Air Force Base, Miss., near Biloxi. 
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Part V: Military aviation 

Air Force photo 

An F-16C of the 177th Fighter Wing heads back to New Jersey after 
the wing participated in Combat Archer training at Tyndall Air Force 
Base, Fla. Aircraft from outside the Gulf Coast participate in exercises 
throughout the Gulf Coast region. 
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Air Force  photo 
An F-15 is fitted with an improved radar system to test at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla.. 
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Part V: Military aviation 

Army photo 
Helicopter training at Fort Rucker, near Dothan, Ala. Fort Rucker is the Army’s aviation training center. 
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Part V: Military aviation 
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Air Force photo 
An F-15 Eagle fires an AIM-7 Sparrow medium range air-to-air 
missile during Combat Archer air-to-air weapons system evalua-
tion program mission over the Gulf of Mexico. The 71st Fighter 
Squadron deployed from Langley Air Force Base, Va., to Tyndall 
AFB, Fla., to support the program. 
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Part V: Military aviation 
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Northrop Grumman photo 
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Part VI - Education/workforce 

���	���������� ����	�����
   A combination of colleges, 
vo-tech schools and job 
training programs are all 
designed to meet the needs 
of new and established 
businesses alike...�

%!�&���!���'�����
��

���	��������������

· ���!��'���������,��(�#������# !��������(��
����������8�#����,��(�� ���������

· )!��� ����.0)�����������������������!�����
@������$�����3���(��&����#$������������

· +��,�(�������������� �����������������
���!���������$���#�������������������

· 4��(���(�����(�'��� ������A�����!���������
������������!�������

· &����#�>��-� (����� ����(�3����(��(�
��(�����(�'���'������������#����

· %��'�����$������!�(����)�������  ����
������������������� ��$#�����������

Mississippi Alabama 

Florida 

Louisiana 

Tcp illustration, Google Earth map 
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Part VI - Education/workforce 

The region’s universities, colleges and vocational training 
institutes work closely with area businesses to prepare 
workers. 
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Part VI - Education/workforce 

�
����	����	�
����	����	�
����	����	�
����	����	� ���
Institution Main campus Research intensity 

-�������%��'�����$� *�,�2��������1&� <��K&/��

3�������������%��'�����$� .����(�������31��"���#��=� �$
� �%K?4�

1�!�������������%��'�����$�����&/)�=������� <������� !����1&� �%K?4�

1�$����%��'�����$�*�,�2������� *�,�2��������1&� )���� �>��1�

1�%54����(����������=������ *�,�2��������1&� � ��K)�� �

)�������  ��������%��'�����$� �����'������)�����=��< ���F�
� �%K?4�

��!�(����%��'�����$�����&/)�=������� <�������!����1& � )�����>��1�

��!�(����%��'�����$�*�,�2������� *�,�2��������1&� )�� ���>��)�

.!�����%��'�����$� *�,�2��������1&� �%K?4�

%��'�����$����3������� +�����'������31���(���#��
� �% K?4�

%��'�����$����)�������  �� 2F������)�����=
� �%K4�

%��'�����$����*�,�2������� *�,�2��������1&� �%K4�

%��'�����$������!�(�&����#�� )�������&1� RU/H 

%��'�����$������!�(����)�������  �� 4�������!����)�� �1����<���(����(���
� RU/H 

%��'�����$���������3������� "����������31� RU/H 

I�'����%��'�����$� *�,�2��������1&� Bac/A&S 
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Part VI - Education/workforce 
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Site name Location Focus area 

@������$���������=������ ���������� ����=�������)�� 0 ���(������ �������������

*��������)!��!#����*�'���&'������� �"����������31� �� '����'�������

*��������3���(��&����#$� �"����������31� (����5������ ��������# �

+!���=�����0F ����!#���������=������ �)�������&1� �(�   ���������(��+!������)�F����

&���3�����&�#�#����)!��!#� ��(���#����31� �������,�� ���$�
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Naval Aviation Museum illustration 

The Naval Flight Academy in Pensacola, Fla., will use an aircraft carrier theme to draw students into science. 

Infinity Science Center illustration 

Infinity Science Center near NASA’s Stennis Space Center, Miss., 
will have a gallery designed to entice visitors to learn more about the 
science and technology activities at the nearby federal facility. 
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GulfQuest illustration 

Mobile, Ala’s GulfQuest is being built along the Mobile River and will have 
within its walls a replica of a cargo ship. Exhibits will be designed to make 
learning about shipping and the Gulf of Mexico fun. It opens in 2012. 
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Mississippi Enterprise for Technology 
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