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Two fuselage sections, the tail assembly and wings will arrive in Mobile in June. This file photo shows a shipment bound for China.
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traveled some 5,000 miles over road, land
and sea to make history. They’ll become the
first Airbus passenger jet made in America.
The shipment in June will have five major
components: rear fuselage, forward fuselage, wings, vertical tail plane and horizontal
tail plane. The largest piece, a 34-by-70-foot
fuselage section, weighs some 28 tons, more
Mobile, Ala.
than four adult elephants. But there’s much
our months from now a shipment
more that will go into the first plane.
from Hamburg, Germany, will arrive “Thousands of individual parts will come
at the Port of Mobile with large air- into Mobile from a global supply base by
craft components. The cargo, two fuselage air, sea and land,” according to Airbus, with
sections, wings and tail assemblies, will have many of parts, systems and components

The first American-built Airbus, an
A321 for JetBlue, won’t roll out until
2016, but the gears are in motion to
bring the European-built sections to
Mobile that will mark the start of a
new era in U.S. aviation history...

F

By Kaija Wilkinson

(Continued on page 2)
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Component makers

 France: From Nantes the center wing
box, radomes and inlets, from Saint
Nazaire the front and central fuselage
and from the St. Eloi plant in Toulouse
the engine pylons.
 Germany: From Stade the vertical tail
and composite flaps, and from Buxtehude the communications and cabin
management systems. Bremen will
build the high-lift systems for the
wings.
 United Kingdom: The wings will be
built in Broughton, North Wales, and
the landing gear in Filton, England, by
supplier Messier Dowty, part of Safran.
 United States: Engines will come
from Connecticut (IAE V2533-A5),
Ohio or France (CFM56-5B).

coming from U.S. suppliers, including
possibly the engines.
The components that will be shipped
from Hamburg in May are built at various locations in Europe from smaller
components from all over the world.
The wing assemblies, for instance, are
made in Broughton in Wales, using
smaller systems such as stringers
(material joining wing and fuselage)
and ribs (the wing’s skeletal, inner
backbone) made elsewhere.
Although major sections are built in
Europe, that belies the fact that some
42 percent of Airbus’ aircraft-related
spending on components is with U.S.
suppliers. It buys more parts, tooling
and other material from the United
States than from any other country.
In fact, Airbus is the largest export
customer for the United States aerospace industry. Since 1990 it has spent
$154 billion with hundreds of U.S.
suppliers in more than 40 states. In
2013 alone, it spent more than $14.4
billion with U.S. companies. The list
includes Alcoa, Eaton, GE, Goodrich,
Hamilton Sundstrand, Honeywell,
Northrop Grumman, PPG, Pratt &
Whitney, Rockwell Collins and more.
The shipment in June is just the beginning. There will be about one shipment of large components per month,

but that will ramp up over time. By
2018, Airbus anticipates the Mobile
Assembly Line will be producing up to
50 planes annually.
Currently, Airbus plans to use lift
on/lift off – or lo/lo vessels, carriers
outfitted with cranes, to load, transport
and unload the components. It doesn’t
rule out using roll on/roll off vessels
or ro/ro’s, which would entail outfitting components with wheels in order
to roll them on and off, in the future.
Components arriving by lo/lo will be
unloaded at the State Docks. The Alabama State Port Authority, which,
thanks in part to improvements such
as heavy-lifting cranes installed several
years ago in anticipation of the
ThyssenKrupp steel plant, spent relatively little to prepare for arrival of
plane components. Port Authority Director Jimmy Lyons says about
$600,000 went into elevating a single
rail crossing to accommodate vehicles
that will carry the components. That,
essentially, was all the preparation
needed on the port’s end.
Components will be stored for a few
hours or a few days at the state docks
before being transported by truck to a
3,570-square-foot Airbus hangar at the
Mobile Aeroplex. The components will
not gather dust in the hangar.
“The intent is to not store anything
for any length of time,” Airbus spokeswoman Kristi Tucker said. “When the
pieces come in they should enter the
assembly process relatively quickly.”
Airbus is confident that, once the
first shipment of major components
arrives, the $600 million final assembly
line will be ready. Mobile’s Airbus site
is 53 acres of buildings, aprons and
roadways contained within a 116 acre
site. Work remaining as of late January:
-- Jesco Inc. is leading construction
of a $13 million paint shop hangar that
will be operated by Ireland’s MAAS
Aviation Services. The shop will be
finished in July and ultimately will employ 34 people.
-- Italy's Comau Aerospace is supplying the main assembly and test sta-

A320 Family Assembly Lines

 Toulouse, France: A320
 Hamburg, Germany: A318, A319,
A320, A321
 Tianjin, China: A319, A320
 Mobile, USA: A319, A320, A321

tions, including all jigs and tooling for
every station at the Mobile plant. Its
work will continue to the first quarter
of 2016. It also plans to open an integration center near the plant that will
offer full project support.
-- Work is underway on the center
where customers will take delivery of
their aircraft. It’s scheduled to be finished by May, but won’t be equipped
or occupied until the end of the year.
Hiring is also keeping pace. As of
February 1 about 150 people had been
hired.
“We’re on time and on track to complete construction as planned in order
to begin receiving components this
summer, and to deliver our first aircraft in 2016,” Tucker said. “Our customers expect on-time delivery of their
aircraft, and we intend to meet their
expectations.”
The first customer is New Yorkbased JetBlue, which is scheduled to
take delivery in April 2016 of the first
Mobile-built passenger jet, an A321
with a list price of $113.7 million.
The delivery phase itself will be
spread out over four or five days and
includes ground checks, an acceptance
flight, completion of technical acceptance and finishing paperwork, including documents attesting compliance and title transfer, before the jet
heads for its home base.
□□□

Jobs

For a list of Airbus jobs in Mobile, visit
the Alabama Industrial Development
Training website.
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Avalex innovating in key security field
Avalex Technologies is a player
in the high-growth surveillance
sector, and while most of its work
is for customers in the United
States, international sales are
expected to take off...
Gulf Breeze, Fla.

I

t’s a company any area interested
in high-paying jobs and sustainable growth would love to have. It
employs well-paid engineers and technicians working on critical cutting-edge
technologies in a multibillion-dollar
field that’s growing.
Avalex Technologies is housed in a
multi-story glass façade building that
looks like something from Huntsville’s
Cummings Research Park transplanted
in an area with residential neighborhoods, small businesses and strip malls.
And who knows; it may one day be the
core business of a modest-sized hightech park.
Avalex is involved in one of today’s
hottest technology fields: intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance, or
ISR. It develops, designs and produces
airborne and ground-based surveillance
equipment for military and law enforcement customers.
ISR has become a pervasive part of
today’s information dominated world.
Companies in the sector provide the
unblinking eyes, unwavering memory
and analytical capability that help the
military and law enforcement achieve
“situational awareness.” The airborne
ISR market alone will grow in the next
decade, from the current $20 billion to
$28 billion. And Avalex Technologies
is a growing part of the field.
Founded 22 years ago in Atlanta,
Avalex moved to Pensacola in 2001
then to nearby Gulf Breeze in 2011. Its

By David Tortorano

Avalex makes 250 separate products, including the
AVR8414 multi-channel recorder, upper right,
capable of high resolution real time audio and video
recording and simultaneous multi-channel recording
to three external storage devices. The AMD3104,
right, is a smart multi-screen mission display that
includes Avalex’s mapping application. It allows the
user to use a split screen mode.
Building photo by GCAC; products by Avalex Technologies

growth has been noticed. It was in the
INC 5000 list of fastest growing companies for four years.
“We’ve had this organic growth,”
said Avalex president and founder, Tad
Ihns, who was raised in Pensacola and
got a degree in system sciences in 1982
from the University of West Florida
(UWF). “When we came here in ’01, I
came here with four other employees.”
Today it has 60.
Avalex develops, designs and manufactures products in a 53,000 squarefoot building that once housed a Ford
dealership. It has equipment that allows it to make virtually everything it
needs from a range of materials, including aluminum, copper, steel, stainless steel and a variety of engineering
plastics. It also has a 3D printer that it
uses for modeling.

Avalex has seven product lines: displays, smart multi-function displays,
mission computers, cockpit management systems, digital video recorders,
digital mapping systems, and video
routing systems. With all the iterations
and various other parts, the number of
products is substantial.
“We probably make more than 250
different products,” said Ihns. The
company even makes its own circuit
boards and is experimenting with a
board with bending circuits to handle
higher speeds of data transmission.
Most of its custom-made mission
avionics products are used by government entities in the United States.
“We sell domestically to everyone
from the California Highway Patrol to
Texas Department of Public Safety to
(Continued on page 4)
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Tampa Police. On the federal level we
sell to the DEA, to the FBI and to
Customs and Border Protection,” Ihns
said. That includes direct sales as well
as sales to prime contractors.
“We sell to the Air Force and to the
Army and to the Navy, some to the
Marine Corps, but the Army and the
Air Force are the primary groups that
we sell to,” said Ihns.
There are several Avalex displays on
each CV-22, and the AC-130s, HH-60
Pavehawks and other Air Force aircraft all have products from Avalex.
There are also multiple systems on the
Navy P-3s aircraft.
While domestic sales are the largest,
the foreign customer base is growing.
Avalex has sold internationally for 15
years, and today foreign sales account
for 15 percent of its business. But the
number is going up now that Avalex
has a sales office in Swindon, an hour
west of London’s Healthrow Airport,
to service Europe, the Middle East and
Africa customers.
The sales office is able to convince
customers that Avalex will be able to
provide support. Ihns said that makes
a difference, and he thinks it will have
a dramatic impact on foreign sales.
“I see it increasing significantly.”
Indeed, during a reporter’s visit to
Avalex, work was being done on an
airborne surveillance system for law
enforcement in the United Kingdom.
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neers move to the area from other locations, Ihns said.
“Typically most people are from outside although we had two recent hires
from UWF for software engineers,”
said Ihns.
Because of the area’s growing need
for engineers and technicians, Avalex
joined with other technology companies three years ago and formed Innovation Coast.
“We started that to raise the profile
of technology companies in the local
area, to try to address the recruiting
challenge. Because most people think
of the area as being oriented towards
tourism, healthcare, military primarily,”
Ihns said. He points out that Atlanta,
Charlotte, Austin and other cities have
grown because of the health of their
technology based sectors.
“The communities have invested
heavily to make sure those segments
grow, because those bring in a lot of
good paying jobs, start spinoffs … we
have to try to form the critical mass in
this area to do that,” he said.
Ihns said that over the three years of
Innovation Coast’s existence, it’s made
tremendous progress. In November,
Innovation Coast had a competition
for startup company business plans.
With funding provided by Space Florida, the state’s aerospace economic development organization, $100,000 was
awarded to IRIS, a local startup that
developed an eye scan for early detecAvalex has grown substantially since tion of diseases.
moving from Georgia to Florida,
prompting the company to look for
One of the more intriguing ideas for
room to grow. It found what it needed the Avalex site is the possibility of a
east of Gulf Breeze proper.
larger technology campus, with Avalex
“It’s a fabulous location,” Ihns said, as the core. The site is 9.5 acres, and
praising Santa Rosa County for being there’s room for a 40,000 square foot
“nothing but wonderful.” He said
building to the east and an 80,000
Shannon Ogletree, head of the coun- square foot building to the west.
ty’s economic development, has been a The Avalex building itself also has
big help every step of the way.
some 7,000 square feet of unused Class
About a third of the workers at Ava- A office space that was once a dealerlex Technologies are software, meship showroom. One aerospace operachanical and electrical engineers, while tion looked, and a biotech group even
a third are production workers and the wrote up a floor plan, but the deal nevremainder are support. Generally, engi- er reached fruition. Ihns said it would

be perfect for professional, biotech,
attorneys, or engineers. And while the
Avalex site doesn’t have runway access
that could be beneficial for an aerospace company, helicopters have used
the back lot of the building.
All this is occurring at time when the
Gulf Coast I-10 region is pushing to
lure more aerospace and aviation activities. In Santa Rosa County, two parks
that target aviation received certification under Gulf Power’s “Florida First
Sites” program. One of them, Santa
Rosa Industrial Park in Milton, will be
the new home for Aerosync Support,
which specializes in helicopter repair,
modifications and upgrades. The company, which also has operations in
Kansas and Colombia, said in January
that it’s investing $1.75 million and will
have 25 employees.
In nearby Pensacola, Singaporeowned VT MAE, formerly ST Mobile
Aerospace, is establishing a 300worker maintenance, repair and overhaul facility at Pensacola International
Airport. That company also has a
1,000-worker MRO in Mobile, Ala.,
not far from where Airbus is building a
$600 million, 1,000-worker A320 jetliner final assembly line that opens in
the fall of this year.
□□□

Company: Avalex Technologies
Location: 2665 Gulf Breeze Parkway, Gulf
Breeze, Fla. 32563
Established: 1992
No. of local workers: 60
Focus areas: airborne and ground-based
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance
Types of workers: software, mechanical
and electrical engineers, production, marketing, sales, accountants, support.
Employment information:
www.avalex.com/careers
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Company profile - DRS Training & Control Systems

At 57, company still on cutting edge
It’s one of Okaloosa County’s
oldest defense contractors, but it
has both feet firmly planted in the
future as it works on the highly
advanced combat training system
for the high-tech F-35...
Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

I

t’s one of the grand-daddies of
Okaloosa County’s defense contractors, born the same year the
Russians launched Sputnik, a time
when computers took up entire rooms
and Sabre jets were front-line fighters.
Fast forward to today. Space flight is
routine, powerful computers can fit in
the palm of a hand and robotic aircraft
can fly without a pilot onboard. And
that same company is still around, still
working on cutting-edge electronics.
Now called DRS Training & Control
Systems, the operation here has a 57Screen shot of Cube TV image of F-35 with a carrier in the background. Illustration by Cubic Corp.
year heritage of defense work. In recent years it’s been involved in work
each day to maintain America’s adbeen doing it right. It arrived in Fort
for the most high-tech, costly weapons vantage in airborne warfare, is off a
Walton Beach in 1957 as Metric Syssystems in the world, the F-35.
lightly traveled Fort Walton Beach
tems, a division of the California-based
street in a nondescript one story brick Canoga Electronics Corp., specializing
The company exists because of the building.
in defense electronics for ship, land
activities at Eglin Air Force Base, a
Nobody from the outside seems to
and aerial systems. The company really
center for aerial weapons development know what’s going on inside the build- took off in the mid and late ‘70s, when
and in more recent years pilot training ing, and that appears to be the way
Metric Systems began building radar
for the fifth-generation Lockheed Mar- those running the place like it.
threat simulators, a fantastic training
tin F-35 Joint Strike Fighter.
“That’s not uncommon with busitool for pilots, and won its first vertical
“Our geographic proximity to the
ness in the defense world,” said Oka- launch system contract to put together
base provides us with a unique adloosa County Economic Development electronics to assist Aegis-class warvantage as a top tier supplier of Air
Council Executive Director Nathan
ships in launching Tomahawk missiles.
Combat Training and Range Systems Sparks, who himself confessed to
Metric Systems was later absorbed by
and Aircraft Mission Systems because knowing little about the work of DRS Houston’s Tech-Sym, and in 2000
we can design, build and test many of Training & Control Systems.
Tech-Sym was bought by Integrated
our products without ever leaving
“Their business is not necessarily
Defense Technologies (IDT) of HuntsNorthwest Florida,” said Larry Ezell, something they need to be talking
ville, Ala. The Fort Walton Beach opvice president and the general manager about. They’ve got a job to do and they eration became IDT Metric Systems.
of DRS Training & Control Systems.
go about it the best way they see fit,”
Something particularly significant for
The company’s Okaloosa County
said Sparks.
the company happened in June 2003,
headquarters, where about 300 strive
But if longevity is any indication,
when the team of IDT Metric Systems
DRS Training & Control Systems in its and Cubic Defense Applications of San
By Tom McLaughlin
(Continued on page 6)
current and previous iterations has
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duce and add enhancements to the F35’s P5CTS.
Cubic as prime contractor is responsible for performance in all areas of
systems engineering, and for development, integration and installation of
the ground instrumentation subsystem.
DRS as principal subcontractor is
responsible for performance in all areas related to the P5CTS airborne instrumentation subsystem.
The news release said engineering
work for the training systems will be
performed in San Diego and Fort Walton Beach.
Unlike the wing-mounted pods used
on fourth generation fighters, the F-35
version of the P5CTS incorporates an
internally mounted subsystem that enables the F-35 to maintain its stealth
characteristics while training.
The system has also been fully qualiDRS Training & Control Systems, Fort Walton Beach.
fied for use during carrier takeoffs and
landings, and “enables air wings to
Diego beat Boeing for a $525 million, train while deployed aboard aircraft
10-year contract to develop and deliver carriers at sea,” said the release.
the next-generation combat training
Cubic and DRS will produce addisystem for the Air Force, Navy, Mational JSF P5 systems for production
rines and National Guard.
aircraft. Two enhancements will be
Under the contract, IDT Metric Sys- made to the system including an uptems provided 1,000 airborne systems grade to make the ground subsystem
for aircraft tracking, onboard weapon compliant to Microsoft Windows 7
simulations and onboard data record- operating system and an upgrade of the
ing. Cubic provided the ground subsys- encryption capability for the P5.
tem components. The P5 Combat
Training System (P5CTS) took off and
The contracts come at a good time
set the bar worldwide.
for DRS Training & Control Systems
That same year, 2003, IDT was pur- and Cubic, which also has a presence
chased by DRS Technologies, estabin Okaloosa County.
lished in 1968 and now headquartered
The county has as many as 300 dein Arlington, Va. But more changes
fense-related companies, big and little,
were to come. In 2008 DRS Technolo- according to some estimates. A site
gies was purchased for $5.2 billion by that tracks defense-related government
the Italian defense giant Finmeccanica contracts shows the county with 542,
SpA and became a wholly owned sub- which includes all companies that won
sidiary.
Pentagon contracts, even those that
provide services like lawn care.
That work with the P5 system conBut the last several years have been a
tinues to this day. On Jan. 5 Cubic is- struggle for many Northwest Florida
sued a press release about a new multi- aerospace companies, as slashed milimillion-dollar series of contracts it got tary budgets have limited outside
from Lockheed Martin of Bethesda,
spending, said Larry Sassano, president
Md. It said Cubic and DRS will proof Florida’s Great Northwest, a regional economic development group.
Photo by Tom McLaughlin

Figures back up that assessment.
Companies in the county won 1,081
contracts totaling $609 million in 2011.
That dropped to 736 contracts valued
at $571 million in 2012 and dropped
further to 674 valued at $441 million in
2013, according the the website contractswon. Indeed, DRS in 2012 had to
lay off 150 local workers.
But that’s all part of the ebb and flow
of the defense industry. The local DRS
operation over the years has expanded
and contracted.
But with a president seemingly amenable to loosening the tight binds of
sequestration and a Republican Congress anxious to beef up the military,
Sassano believes more work could be
flowing into Okaloosa County.
“I think the rules are changing. I see
more potential for contract work than
we’ve seen in the last two or three
years,” Sassano said. “That’s good for
this area.”
□□□

Corporate HQs: Arlington, Va.
Local operation: DRS Training & Control
Systems LLC
Location: 645 Anchors Street, Fort Walton
Beach, Fla. 32548
Established: 1957
No. of local workers: over 300
Focus areas: development, production and
support of military Air Combat Training &
Range Systems, Aircraft Mission Systems
and Sustainment Programs & Services
Types of workers: assembly, fabrication
and testing
Employment information: DRS Training &
Control Systems Human Resources Department, 850-302-3100, or at the company
website, www.drs.com
Note: DRS Training & Control Systems is an
operating division of DRS Technologies, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Finmeccanica
SpA, which has 70,000 employees worldwide. In the Gulf Coast region, DRS also
owns Selex Galileo, which has an operation
in Kiln, Miss., just outside NASA’s Stennis
Space Center.
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Rural South Alabama’s efforts to
lure aerospace operations predates Airbus’ decision to set up an
assembly line in Mobile, but those
plans and a willingness to spend
money kicked it into high gear...
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GCRL illustration by Ron Stallcup

Andalusia, Ala.

T

he mayor of this city in South
Alabama’s Covington County
thinks he knows what it takes
to get companies in the lucrative aerospace field to take notice.
“You have to be willing to spend
money, significant money, on facilities,” says Mayor Earl Johnson, who
notes that attracting aerospace companies is a highly competitive endeavor.
“Spec buildings have to be more
than just a pole barn. The Department
of Defense has complex specifications
for contractors, and we were willing to
invest along with Opp and Covington
County to basically put our money
where our mouth is. It’s one thing to
say you want jobs. It’s another to make
a significant investment to make that
happen.”
Apparently, the approach works.
Andalusia is in a rural region north of
the more densely populated metropolitan areas along the coast and south of
metropolitan Montgomery. To its east
is the Dothan metropolitan area.
That gives those rural counties some
impressive neighbors, like the Airbus
assembly line in Mobile, Ala., and military activities at Maxwell Air Force
Base, Fort Rucker, Naval Air Station
Pensacola, Naval Air Station Whiting
Field and Eglin Air Force Base.
Five of the counties, Choctaw,
Clarke, Monroe, Conecuh and Escambia, are members of the Coastal Gateway Regional Economic Development
Alliance, which sees aerospace as a

By Connie Baggett

priority. It points out that the state is
home to hundreds of aerospace and
aviation-related industries, and that the
group’s goal is to have a workforce
ready for those types of jobs.
Gateway says South Alabama is
home to 63 aviation, aircraft, and aerospace companies, and the Alabama
Aviation Center, Alabama's largest aviation maintenance technology campus,
is in Enterprise in Coffee and Dale
counties, and operates a facility off
campus in Mobile.

Seven years ago, economic development efforts in Covington County
shifted heavily to recruiting aerospace
companies linked to the newly renamed Southwest Alabama Regional
Airport. The county pooled resources
with Opp and Andalusia to seek hightech jobs in aviation and automotive
industries. Around the same time in
2007 a grant from the U.S. Department
of Transportation allowed the airport
to add 1,000 feet to its main runway
for a 6,000-foot track. Industrial sites
(Continued on page 8)
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surround the airport allow room for
growth and new recruits. Within a
year, Vector Aerospace moved in with
its helicopter maintenance operation.
The Toronto-based company, which
traces its roots to 1947, has since been
acquired by Eurocopter Holding (now
called Airbus Helicopters), a subsidiary
of international aviation giant EADS
(now called Airbus Group) in a $638
million transaction in 2011.
Vector has grown to more than 200
workers with a $3 million expansion
last year adding some 75 jobs. Mechanics and technicians work on TH-67
helicopters for the Army in Fort Rucker to the east as well as TH-57s from
Naval Air Station Whiting Field in
Florida’s Milton to the south.
“Vector is an excellent corporate
partner,” Earl Johnson said. “Not only
do they provide more than 150 jobs
here, but they were a significant donor
to our Miracle Field project and continue to be active in our community.”
There are other success stories.
“One of our best stories is Muskogee
Technology,” said Jess Nicholas, communications director for Coastal Gateway Regional Economic Development
Alliance. The company is a subsidiary
of the Creek Indian Enterprises Development Authority of the Poarch Band
of Creek Indians.
Muskogee Technology in Escambia
County is a growing company specializing in metal fabrication, composites,
precision machining, water jet cutting,
electronics, engineering, and electronic
and electromechanical assembly and
kitting services.
Nicholas says the Atmore company
won an award in June 2014 during the
Farnborough International Airshow in
the United Kingdom.
It took home the Lean and Innovation award from tier one supplier
GKN Aerospace, recognized for its
innovative approach to handling the
carbon composite supply chain for
GKN’s Tallassee, Ala., production
facility. The award is given to only one

of hundreds of companies worldwide
comprising the supply chain for
GKN’s aerospace products.
Interest in the area is picking up.
“Our region has seen a lot of activity
since the Airbus announcement,” said
John Johnson, executive director of
CGEDA. Airbus said in 2012 it would
build a $600 million A320 final assembly line in Mobile. The plant will open
in the fall of this year.
“Aggressive efforts in Andalusia
have been ongoing for decades with
great success. They operate more on
the maintenance and repair business
coming out of Fort Rucker and other
military installations.
“What we are seeing in the rest of
the region now is a push to increase
aviation training like the initiative in
Fairhope, for example.”
Baldwin County Public School System constructed a $2.7 million training
facility at H.L. “Sonny” Callahan Airport that will give students aviation
industry training, like industrial maintenance and welding. Students can earn
dual enrollment college or technical
school credits through the program.
Other counties may be following that
approach to lure aviation jobs, according to John Johnson.
“We don’t see a lot of people building new hangars now, as in a spec
building approach. It’s more workforce
training like maintenance and mechanics,” Johnson said. “That is a completely different approach from what
Andalusia and Covington County have
been doing.”
Gateway Executive Director Johnson
said he has seen some interest in the
region with companies from other
parts of the country visiting to scout
prospective sites. He said they are
looking for two things: a location closer to the Airbus operation to reduce
transportation costs and reduction in
labor and tax costs.
Evergreen Mayor Pete Wolff said his
city is poised to take advantage of any
aerospace development, whether it is

military-based maintenance opportunities or Airbus suppliers.
“We have two 5,000-foot runways,”
Wolff said, “and we are in the process
of adding another 2,000 feet to our
north/south runway. We will be able
to accommodate any aircraft once that
is done. We have a 24-hour refueling
station and added pilot comfort stations. We want a new terminal and
have applied for grants for that and
new hangars and we are working on
taxiways.
“The way we look at it,” Wolff said,
“the airport is the first thing those prospective industrial representatives see.
We had a corporate jet land here. I met
with the pilots. They couldn't believe a
town our size had a 24-hour refueling
station. Aerospace is a great investment. It can be a game-changer.”
Brewton has also looked to its airport and surrounding land so prospects can give the area a look. The
city offers acreage from a 20-acre tract
to an option on much more adjacent
to the airport. Mayor Yank Lovelace
said sites with rail access and other
amenities attractive for aerospace suppliers are abundant in the city and surrounding county with a community
that boasts a highly-rated quality of
life.
In Monroe County, officials have
long touted the county’s airport with
runways expanded over the years to
handle corporate jets for companies
like Vanity Fair and Alabama River
Companies, now known as Alabama
River Cellulose, owned by Georgia
Pacific. Efforts to improve the airport
as well as attract Airbus suppliers are a
priority as the county continues its
efforts at diversifying what has been a
wood-centered industrial base.
“Across our region,” Johnson said,
“there have been companies showing
an interest” and that bodes well for
rural counties near the coast, he said.
□□□

Page 1 masthead: Space Launch System RS-25 engine is tested in January at Stennis Space Center, Miss. Photo by NASA

