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About us
The Gulf Coast Reporters’ League was formed in 2011 by four
current and former reporters to compile a reference book
on the aerospace activities in the Gulf Coast Interstate 10
region. The first book was published in June 2011, and this
is a follow-up to that initial project.
Members of the League approached the topic in typical
newsroom fashion. They brainstormed about the stories
that should be pursued and made adjustments along the
way. For the 2012 edition, the team decided to update the
previous year’s work and add additional material, but by and
large remained true to the initial approach.
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The authors
David Tortorano, owner of Tortorano Commissioned Publications
of Gulf Breeze, Fla., has 35 plus years of newspaper experience. In
the Gulf Coast region he’s worked for UPI, the Pensacola News
Journal, Northwest Florida Daily News, Mobile Press-Register and Sun
Herald, and was part of the Sun Herald team that won a Pulitzer in
2006. Individual awards include a 1992 first-place for in-depth
reporting from the Florida Society of Newspaper Editors.
Duwayne Escobedo, a freelance journalist, worked 20 years as an
editor, investigative reporter and columnist. His experience includes
covering Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., and a range of news,
business and feature stories in Northwest Florida over 14 years. His
freelance work has appeared in the New York Times, Associated Press,
Bloomberg and Time magazine. He won the Florida Society of
Newspaper Editors award for Investigative Reporting in 1997.
Tom McLaughlin covers courts and politics and is an investigative
reporter for the Northwest Florida Daily News. He’s an award winning
reporter with 26 years of newspaper experience in the Southeast. He
won the national Best of Freedom Award and Florida's Gold Medal
for Public Service award, along with three investigative reporting
awards and awards for court reporting, beat reporting, explanatory
writing, deadline reporting and column writing.
George Talbot, the political editor of the Press-Register newspaper in
Mobile, Ala., is an award-winning reporter and columnist with more
than 16 years experience on daily newspapers. His coverage of the
Air Force tanker competition has received national recognition and
multiple first-place awards from the Alabama Press Association and
the Society of American Business Editors and Writers, among
others.
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