V: Military aviation
Eglin Air Force Base • Hurlburt Field • Duke Field • Fort Rucker • Camp Shelby
National Guard Combat Readiness Training Center • Tyndall Air Force Base
Coast Guard Aviation Training Center Mobile • Keesler Air Force Base
NAS Whiting Field • NAS Pensacola • NAS JRB New Orleans

U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Ryan Seymour
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Gulf Coast military machine
The Gulf Coast region has
47 military “sites” big and
little valued at $20.3 billion,
and locals are taking steps
to protect them...

Mississippi

Alabama

Florida

Louisiana

Tcp illustration, Google Earth map

R

ear Adm. Kevin Delaney, who sits
on a Florida task force created to
protect the state’s military bases, recently observed that “when the stars
go away, missions tend to follow.”
He was talking about
shoulder board stars of
generals, and the Air
Force’s plans to eliminate a two-star post at
U.S. Air Force
Eglin Air Force Base
and have a test wing answer to a two-star in
California. The fear is it may foreshadow an
eventual move.
The concerns of Northwest Florida, where the
military has a $17 billion economic impact, are
not unique. Nationwide military communities
are taking steps to protect their bases from Pentagon cuts, and for the Gulf Coast the concern
is region-wide.
The 47 military sites between New Orleans
and Northwest Florida have a combined plant
replacement value of $20.3 billion., according to
the Department of Defense Base Structure Report
Fiscal Year 2012 Baseline list. Some are small sites,
but three are among the nation’s most expensive
to replace.

By Tom McLaughlin

Story at a glance
•
•
•
•
•

Three Gulf Coast I-10 bases are among
the nation’s largest in replacement value
12 bases aviation focused, including
pilot training, weapons development
Region hosts three commands, one
involved in aviation activities
Contractors in region awarded $55
billion from military between 2000-2011
Home to one of the nation’s four ANG
combat readiness training centers

The bases bring in federal dollars through personnel paychecks, and they’re a source of income for local businesses that provide services,
from lawn care to defense equipment. Between
2000 and 2011, about $55 billion in defense
contracts were awarded to more than 3,400
companies in 14 Gulf Coast counties and parishes from Bay County, Fla., to Terrebonne Parish, La.1
A dozen of the bases in this region have aerospace activities, and hundreds of aerospacerelated businesses call the region home. In Okaloosa County, Fla., home of Eglin, an estimated
60 percent of its economic activity is military
related. In fact, about 35 percent of Northwest
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U.S. Air Force photo

Development and testing of weapons, like this MK 84, is a major function of Eglin Air Force Base, Fla.

cause of the number of days, on average about
300, with good flying and training conditions. It
didn’t hurt either that the region had a number
of senior Congressional leaders who saw the
bases as a good way to develop the region.
“The presence of military men and women is
not only an important part of our history, it is
also part of our culture and our economy. We
are proud and honored to have them as members of our community,” said U.S. Rep. Jeff
Miller, R-Fla., chairman of the House Veterans’
Long history
Affairs
Committee.
There has been a military presence on the
Today military activities in this region include
Gulf Coast for 400 years, and the connection to
aerospace extends back 100 years to when naval every branch of the military and sites range in
size from 14 acres to 724 square miles. It’s
aviation training was introduced to Pensacola,
Fla. In the years before World War II, other air where aviators are trained and technical personfields were established in the region, in part be- nel schooled. It’s a logistics center and the locaFlorida’s regional output is driven by defense
spending, more than in other Florida region.
With consolidation and spending cuts looming, Florida has creating a defense support task
force comprised of high ranking former officers,
powerful state government officials and prominent defense contractors. Mississippi also reestablished the Mississippi Military Communities Council to protect the bases in that state.

Photo page 62: Two F-35As over Eglin during the 33rd Fighter Wing’s first formation flight in April 2012
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tion where some of the smartest and biggest
aerial weapons are developed. Outside of DoD,
it’s also a key location for Coast Guard activities, including an aviation training center at Mobile Regional Airport.
While there are military and Coast Guard activities spread throughout the Gulf Coast,
Northwest Florida and South Mississippi have
the largest concentration along the I-10 region.
Northwest Florida has 21 military sites with a
total of 509,297 acres, of which 499,323 acres is
owned by DoD. The plant replacement value is
$11.7 billion.
The largest site by far is Eglin Air Force Base.
The 724-square-mile Eglin reservation sprawls
across three counties and is one of the largest
military bases in the world. Its dominion extends over 134,000 miles of air space and
123,000 miles of water range. Two adjacent
bases, Duke Field and Hurlburt Field, are part
of what’s known as the Eglin complex, where an
estimated 15,000 military and associated personnel are stationed. Eglin’s facilities, from labs to
training ranges, are used by every branch of the
military as well as defense contractors.
The next largest at 28,824 acres is near Panama City. Tyndall Air Force Base, one of six
bases nationwide to host F-22 Raptors and a
location where the pilots are trained. Not far
away is the Naval Surface Warfare Center, one
of the Navy’s key research and development
centers.
Naval Air Station Pensacola is Florida’s westernmost military installation. The complex includes Saufley Field and Corry Station, all in
Pensacola, and NAS Whiting Field to the east in
Milton. The complex employs 9,600 military
personnel and 6,800 civilians.
The next largest concentration of bases along
the I-10 region is in South Mississippi with
nearly a dozen. The largest base is Keesler Air
Force Base in Biloxi, home of a huge electronics
training school, including cyber training. In
nearby Gulfport is the Air National Guard’s
Combat Readiness Training Center at Gulfport-

F-35 Lightning II
Although it has seen its share
of controversy, the F-35 program at Eglin has begun showing signs of becoming what was
envisioned in 2005.
By mid-May, a dozen of the
25 F-35’s released to the Department of Defense had made
their way to the base in Northwest Florida.
When the center is at full initial strength, there
will be 59 planes and a projected 1,563 personnel
employed at the training center.

Biloxi International Airport, one of four in the
nation. The airport also hosts a the Army
Guard’s 1108th helicopter repair depot. Not far
away, also in Gulfport, is the Naval Construction Battalion Center, the East Coast Seabees.
To the north south of Hattiesburg is Camp
Shelby, one of the largest training ranges in the
nation, and further to the west near the Mississippi and Louisiana state line the Navy activities
at NASA’s Stennis Space Center, including a
special forces training site and the Navy’s oceanography activities. In South Mississippi, the military activities have a combined annual estimated
$2 billion.3
South Alabama is home to Fort Rucker, where
the Army trains helicopter aviators, and it’s also
home to more than a half-dozen air fields used
to train military aviators who train in the region.
Mobile, which hasn’t had a DoD facility since
Naval Station Mobile closed in the 1990s, is a
center for U.S. Coast Guard aviation activities,
including the Aviation Training Center.
Louisiana is home to NSA JRB New Orleans
and NAS New Orleans East Bank.
Military as educator

While primarily a fighting force, the military is
actually one of the premier post-secondary organizations in the world. It’s a university, two-
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Not far from NAS
Pensacola, the runway at
Saufley Field is used for
“touch and go” landings,
but the primary focus is
technical education of
military members, home
to the Naval Education
and Training Program
Development Center. It’s
from Saufley that the nation’s 60 college ROTC
programs and nearly 450
high school junior ROTC
programs are administered.
U.S. Air Force photo
Saufley Field employs
The Air Force Special Operations AC-130 gunship’s primary role is close air sup1,000 military and civilport, air interdiction and force protection. In the Gulf Coast region, they’re based
at Florida’s Hurlburt Field and Duke Field.
ian workers and houses
10 Department of Deyear-college and vocational technical training
fense tenants with an education function, inschool all rolled into one. Thousands of men
cluding the Naval General Library Program, an
and women enter the military and wind up
information network available to Naval personlearning a skill that often follows them to civil- nel at home and abroad, the Navy Voluntary
ian life. In the Gulf Coast region it operates a
Education program and the Naval Education
vast schoolhouse.
and Training Command Automated InformaThe massive military education complex in the tion system.
Gulf Coast region annually schools thousands
of military and civilian personnel from every
Aviation training
branch of service, other federal agencies and
Two Navy bases on the Gulf Coast are inallied nations. Skills range from air traffic con- volved in the initial training of aviators: NAS
trol to cyber security, pilot training and more. In Pensacola and NAS Whiting Field.
addition, the Gulf Coast is where experienced
Naval Air Station Pensacola, which began
military personnel come to hone their skills.
training naval aviators while Orville Wright was
The Gulf Coast is home to one of the milistill alive, is the granddaddy of them all. It’s the
tary’s commands that’s responsible for training. primary training base for all Navy, Marine and
Naval Air Station Pensacola is home of the Na- Coast Guard aviators.
val Education and Training Command, which is The base’s Sherman Field is home to the
responsible for Navy training worldwide.
Navy’s Blue Angels flight demonstration team
NAS Pensacola itself houses hangars, classthat thrills thousands each year with air shows
rooms and laboratories in a huge facility known around the world, but it’s also home of Training
as The Mega Building, where aviation specialists Air Wing SIX, which provides flight training for
for the Navy, Marines, Coast Guard, Air Force Navy and Marine aviator prospects and navigaand Army, as well as those from allied nations, tion and combat systems training to Air Force
receive training.
officers.
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Defense contracts
Location

Defense contractors

Dollars awarded 2000-2011

Contracts 2000-2011

Jackson County, MS

152

$22,137,044,146

1,173

Orleans Parish, LA

415

$8,264,325,868

5,496

Okaloosa County, FL

508

$7,959,801,215

7,779

Bay County, FL

393

$6,097,830,723

6,257

St. Tammany Parish, LA

211

$2,423,970,967

10,294

Mobile County, AL

461

$3,565,275,583

4,037

Escambia County, FL

578

$2,370,775,096

11,604

Harrison County, MS

479

$1,629,851,554

3,459

Santa Rosa County, FL

161

$253,063,017

976

Hancock County, MS

59

$206,487,569

501

Baldwin County, AL

126

$83,284,653

794

Walton County, FL

38

$10,063,315

235

3,581

$55,001,773,706

52,605

TOTALS

Source: GovernmentContractsWon.com. (Compiled May 23, 2012)

To the northeast of Pensacola is Naval Air
Station Whiting Field, near Milton. Promoters
of the base boast that it’s the “busiest naval air
station in the world,” with 46 percent of the naval air command’s total flight time logged there.
Whiting Field also claims to account for 10
percent of all flight time credited to Navy and
Marine aviators. Some 1,200 military pilots complete flight training at Whiting Field each year.
The base houses four training squadrons, three
fixed wing squadrons and a helicopter squadron.
Air Force, Army and allied nation aviators also
receive training at NAS Whiting Field. The
iconic orange and white paint schemes of the
training aircraft used there are frequently seen
flying around the region as they utilize not only
the air strips from their own base, but a network
out outlying fields.
NAS Whiting Field nearby provides learning
opportunities to aspiring mechanics and techni-

cians at its Center for Aviation Technical Training Detachment.
More advanced aviation training takes place at
two other bases in the region, both Air Force
installations.
Tyndall Air Force Base, about a dozen miles
from Panama City, Fla., hosts the 325th Fighter
Wing, whose responsibility includes training pilots to fly the F-22 Raptor, considered one of
the nation’s premier fighter planes despite some
recent issues involving its oxygen system.
Helicopter training is conducted not only at
Florida’s NAS Whiting Field, but also just
across the state line in Alabama at the Army’s
Fort Rucker. Rucker is home to the 1st Aviation
Brigade and the110th Aviation Brigade, which is
responsible for Army aviation training.
Another Fort Rucker tenant is the Air Force
23rd Flying Training Squadron, responsible for
training Air Force helicopter pilots. Three heli-
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U.S. Air Force photos

An F-22 Raptor from Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla., during a sortie over the Gulf Coast. Tyndall has an operational
squadron and training F-22 pilots. Inset photo shows F-22s taking off after four-month safety standdown.

ports are located on the base, which also houses
air traffic control services and flight simulation
support. Graduate level training is provided for
the pilots and crews of the sophisticated and
lethal Apache and Kiowa helicopters.
The Department of Homeland Security’s U.S.
Coast Guard also provides aviator training in
the Gulf Coast region. After students finish
training at Navy facilities, they come to the
Aviation Training Center in Mobile, Ala., for
additional training in Coast Guard aircraft. In
more recent years, the station also added an unmanned aerial systems training program.

Honing skills

In addition to providing initial and advanced
aviator training, the Gulf Coast is where experienced aviators nationwide can hone their skills.
Active duty and reserve aviators come to the
region for the variety of ranges that are available, including land ranges at Eglin and Camp
Shelby, Miss., and water ranges over the Gulf of
Mexico.
Tyndall’s 325th Fighter Wing remains the
home of air dominance training, according to
the base website. The training has in the past
pitted two teams flying a variety of aircraft, in-
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cluding F-22s, F-15s and B-52 bombers in live
air simulated battle. But Tyndall is transitioning
to become an Air Combat Command base in
October to provide a battle ready F-22 Raptor
squadron. As part of the transition, 20 T-38
Talon jets -- high-altitude supersonic trainers -are being brought into Tyndall.
Combat skills training also occurs in Mississippi at the Air National Guard Combat Readiness Training Center at a 220-acre site at Gulfport Biloxi International Airport. An estimated
17,000 to 20,000 men and women Air National
Guard and Air Force Reserve flight personnel
are trained at the location, logging an amazing
25,000 training days a month.
To the north of Gulfport is Camp Shelby, the
largest state owned training site in the nation
with 135,000 acres provided for air-to-ground
weapons training and low altitude airspace.
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base New
Orleans is one of only two joint reserve bases in
the nation. It hosts the Louisiana Air National
Guard 159th Fighter Wing’s F-15s. A Coast
Guard Air Station is also located at the base,
one of the busiest all-helicopter search and rescue units in the Coast Guard.
Also at the base is the Army’s 377th Theater
Support Command, the 3rd Battalion 23rd Marine Infantry unit and attack helicopters from
Marine Air Group 42 Detachment C. Also at
the base are VR-54, VAW-77 and VFA-204.
Aircraft based at NAS JRB can use overwater
ranges in the Gulf of Mexico and overland
bombing ranges at Camp Shelby, Miss., and
Fort Polk, La.

ties. The Gulf Coast has three bases with significant training activities.
Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi, Miss., is the
home of the Air Force’s electronics training
programs. The base, one of the Air Force’s largest technical schools, has graduated more than
2.2 million students since 1942. Some 20,000 to
25,000 students go through the system every
year, according to the Harrison County Economic Development Commission’s annual report on the military in South Mississippi.
Keesler’s 81st Training Wing is where the Air
Force focuses all its electronics training, including computer and communication systems and,
notably, cyber security. The wing also trains personnel in air traffic control, weather, personnel
finance and force support.
The base is where the nation’s new breed of
cyber warriors receive their initial training,
whether they’re straight out of basic or experienced personnel. The cyber training curriculum
was developed by realigning and adding to
courses taught at Keesler for years.
To the east of Keesler, the Navy’s Corry Station in Pensacola, the fourth member of the
Pensacola Naval Complex, is known as the
Navy’s Center for Information Dominance.
Manned by just over 600 military and some 70
civilian personnel, Corry Station is used by all
branches of the military service, as well as other
federal agencies. It trains 7,000 to 7,500 students
each year and has an average student load of
1,400 at any given time.
Students come to Corry Station to receive
technical training in cryptology, equipment
maintenance and communication, signal analysis
and the operation and maintenance of the techElectronic/cyber warriors
In an age where computer attacks occur daily, nology required to conduct electronic warfare.
Further to the east at Hurlburt Field, intermecyber security is one of the hottest fields in the
diate level cyber soldiers receive training at a
military, where it falls under the more generic
17,000 square foot building set up for the Air
umbrella term of information dominance.
Information dominance involves being able to Force’s 39th Information Operation Squadron
located there. At Hurlburt officers take classes
protect U.S. communication assets, as well as
in military deception and operational security.
the ability to attack an enemy’s cyber capabili-
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The Navy at Stennis Space Center
In addition to all the military bases in the region,
there’s a sizeable operation at NASA’s John C. Stennis Space Center, where the Navy, with 2,000 people, is the largest tenant. It’s home of the Naval
Meteorology and Oceanography Command, which
is responsible for gathering oceanographic information for U.S. forces.
The commands’ Naval Oceanographic Office utilizes many tools, including aircraft, satellite and unmanned underwater vehicles, to collect oceanographic and atmospheric data from around the
globe for use by all troops in the field.
NAVOCEANO, which maintains 630,000 square
feet of space at Stennis, including a new $42 million
Ocean Science Building, converts the intelligence
information it collects into data that can be used to
the benefit of Naval and other military units in
planning operations and making tactical decisions.
About 200 Navy SEALS, comprising several teams,
train each year at SSC. They use the Naval Special
Warfare Group 4’s Western Maneuver Area.
They’ve been training there since completion of a
facility built along two rivers, the Pearl and the
Mike, that allows live ammunition practice and
training in jungle fighting techniques.

One of three regional Air Force Research
Laboratories is located at Tyndall. So is the Materials and Manufacturing Directorate, a facility
charged with finding better ways to utilize material and technologies as they are developed for
aerospace uses.
The Naval Surface Warfare Center, which calls
Panama City’s Naval Support Activity in Panama
City home, employs hundreds of scientists and
conducts research primarily focused on maritime
“warfare systems,” including mines.
But there’s an aerospace component as well. A
warfare center website lists one of its priorities
as research, planning, development and analysis
of “non-developmental (lightweight tactical) unmanned aerial vehicles.”
The unmanned aircraft are being looked at, the
website said, for such military tasks as mine warfare, amphibious warfare, diving and life support, underwater intelligence surveillance and
reconnaissance.
Panama City’s Tyndall also provides operating
space for the 53rd Weapons Evaluation Group,
one of 30 Tyndall tenants. The Evaluation
Group reports to the 53rd Wing at Eglin Air
Force Base and manages offshore ranges over
the Gulf of Mexico. It directs target drone programs and evaluates the air-to-air and air-toground weapons systems testing.

Military deception classes are offered to operational level planners.
Keesler-trained personnel often leave Mississippi to further their training in Florida, either at
Corry Station or Hurlburt Field.
Operational units
Flight training and technical education is the
The laboratories
primary mission on the Gulf Coast, but the
A Gulf Coast bases also serve as research labs trainers and teachers share the region and its reand proving grounds. The region is home to
sources with operational units that are deployed
multibillion-dollar facilities that conduct reworldwide.
search, development, testing and evaluation.
The Continental U.S. North American AeroThe Air Force Research Laboratory/
space Defense Command Region - First Air
Munitions Directorate at Eglin conducts reForce (Air Forces Northern), based at Tyndall
search and development for air launched weap- Air Force Base, is one of five numbered Air
ons tasked with defeating opposing weapons on Forces assigned to Air Combat Command. It
the ground, in the air and in space.
has the sole responsibility for ensuring the air
Eglin’s 53rd Wing tests all of the fighters,
sovereignty and air defense of the continental
bombers, unmanned aerial vehicles and weapons United States, U.S. Virgin Islands as well as
systems in the Air Force inventory.
Puerto Rico.
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Aviation bases
Fort Rucker
Camp Shelby

NAS Whiting Field
USCG Aviation Training Center
Eglin AFB

ANG Training Center
Keesler AFB

NAS Pensacola

Hurlburt Field

Tyndall AFB

NAS JRB New Orleans

Tcp/GCRL illustration, Google map

As the Continental U.S. Region (CONR) for
NORAD, the bi-national North American Aerospace Defense Command, CONR provides air
defense in the form of airspace surveillance and
airspace control.
Hurlburt Field is home to the U.S. Air Force
Special Operations Command, the Air Force
component of the military’s unified U.S. Special
Operations Command.
The Special Operations forces stationed at
Hurlburt Field are utilized all over the world.
The AC-130U gunship, the MC-130E Combat
Talon I and the MC-130H Combat Talon II fly
out of Hurlburt and are equipped and maintained there to fulfill specialized duties.
Duke Field, five miles from Crestview and 20
miles north of the Eglin main gate, is home to
the 919th Special Operations Wing, the only
special operations unit in the Air Force reserve.
The U.S. Army Airborne 7th Special Forces
Group has, in the last year, taken up residence
on Eglin near Duke Field. At full strength, the

unit will boast an estimated 2,200 soldiers and
3,867 dependents.
At Duke, the 1,300 reservists make up the
919th Special Operations Wing. The reservists
maintain the M-130 E Combat Talon and MC130 P Combat Shadow modified for covert operations and aerial refueling of Special Operations helicopters. The unit reports to the Special
Operations Command at Hurlburt during times
of war or contingency.
Mississippi’s Keesler is home of the 53rd
Weather Reconnaissance Squadron, the famed
“Hurricane Hunters” responsible for weather
reconnaissance missions flown for the 919th Department of Defense. Keesler is also home of
the 81st Tactical Airlift Unit, the “Flying Jennies,” who have been actively and consistently
involved in the war on terrorism.
One of the largest flying organizations on the
Gulf Coast is the 403rd Reserve Wing, also at
Keesler. The Flying Jennies of the 815th Airlift
Squadron, under the operational control of the
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Military bases
Fort Rucker
Camp Shelby

NAS Whiting Field
USCG Aviation Training Center

NCBC Gulfport

ANG Training Center

Eglin AFB

NTTC Corry Station

Keesler AFB
NAS Pensacola
Stennis Space Center

Coast Guard

Hurlburt Field

SUPSHIP
Gulf Coast

Naval Surface
Warfare Center
Tyndall AFB

NAS JRB New Orleans

Tcp/GCRL illustration, Google map

403rd, gained recognition in the Iraq and Afghanistan theatre in September 2009 when crews
set a world record by delivering 801 bundles in
24 airdrop missions, according to a website
maintained by the 403rd.
During that same deployment, the Flying Jennies logged close to 2,500 flying hours, flew a
total of 358 missions and 1,233 sorties, the website said. The squadron moved almost 5,000 tons
of cargo and flew 20,000 passengers, including
500 medical evacuees.
In addition, the military’s medical operations
in the region provide personnel on a regular basis who deploy around the world.

this year. There has been the threat of as much
as $1 billion being cut from the budgets of the
four branches of the military, a renewed congressional effort to open the Eastern Gulf, including the area designated for military testing,
for oil and natural gas exploration and the rumors of a looming effort to move Eglin’s 46th
Test Wing.
Regional leaders have thus far successfully
beaten back the efforts by some in Congress to
open the Eastern Gulf to new oil company lease
sales, and Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., has introduced
legislation that will make Air Force officials justify any attempt to move the Air Armament
Command from Eglin to Edwards Air Force
Base in California.
Watching their back
The budget cuts are coming, though Miller
In both Northwest Florida and South Mississippi, economic development groups have gone said recently it’s likely about $500 million of
to great lengths to promote the military missions those can be delayed for at least a year. The
in their area and stood behind their bases when Florida task force and congressional delegation
are working with civic and base leaders to put
threats have emerged.
the state in a position to benefit, not suffer, from
New threats to Gulf Coast bases arose again
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Missions
Site

Mission

Barin Field, AL

aviator training

Cairns Basefield, AL

aviator training

Camp Keller (De Soto), MS

firing range

Camp Rudder (Eglin Auxiliary Field 6), FL
Camp Shelby, MS

air strip, special forces, ground troop training
air, ground, training center

Cape San Blas Missile Tracking Annex D-3, FL
Coast Guard Aviation Training Center, Mobile, AL
Coast Guard Gulfport, MS

search and rescue; law enforcement

Coast Guard Pascagoula, MS

search and rescue; law enforcement

Naval Construction Battalion Center Gulfport, MS
Corry Station, FL

construction
cryptology; information dominance

Destin Moreno Point, FL
Dothan Regional Airport, AL
Duke Field (Eglin Auxiliary Field 3), FL
Eglin Air Force Base, FL

special operations
F-35 training, weapons development; special ops

Fort Rucker, AL

helicopter pilot training

Gulfport-Biloxi Regional Airport, MS

air combat center, combat skills training

Hurlburt Field, FL

air special operations

Keesler Air Force Base, MS

airlift operations; electronics training

Lynn Haven Defense Fuel Sup, FL

idle

Mississippi AAP, MS

transferred to NASA

NAS JRB New Orleans, LA

fighters; search and rescue

NAS Pensacola, FL

pilot, technical training

NAS Whiting Field Milton, FL

pilot training

Surface Warfare Center Panama City, FL
Naval Support Activity New Orleans East Bank, LA

underwater warfare
reservists, others

NOLF Brewton, AL

aviator training

NOLF Choctaw, FL

aviator training

NOLF Evergreen, AL

aviator training

NOLF Holley, FL

aviator training

NOLF Santa Rosa, FL

aviator training

NOLF Silverhill, AL

aviator training

NOLF Spencer, FL

aviator training

NOLF Summerdale, AL

aviator training

NOLF Wolf, AL

aviator training

OLF Bronson, FL

aviator training

Saufley Field, FL

education, touch and go

Shell Basefield, AL
Stennis Space Center, MS
Supervisor of Shipbuilding, MS

aviator training
oceanography, special warfare; research
oversees contractor work

10C Stagefield, AL

aviator training

Toth Stagefield, AL

aviator training

Tyndall Air Force Base, FL

F-22 squadron, air combat training
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whatever consolidation takes place.
Southern Mississippi bases likewise have the
support of the people who share the region with
them. In Harrison County, the Harrison County

Development Commission has established committees charged with “tracking issues” that could
impact the base’s standing within the Department of Defense infrastructure and acts proac-

Size, value DoD sites
Military aviationaviation-related bases
Site

Branch

Eglin Air Force Base
Eglin Air Force Base Site 2 (SR Island)
MTA Camp Shelby
Camp Shelby Assault Runway
Fort Rucker

Nearest city

State

Acres owned

Total acres

PRV (M)

AF

Eglin AFB

FL

449,290

449,415

$3,859.9

AF

Fort Walton Beach

FL

0

3,167

$50.6

AG

Hattiesburg

MS

200

133,682

$1,237.4

AFG

Camp Shelby

MS

0

182

$15.5

Army

Fort Rucker

AL

57,776

59,261

$1,527.5

Tyndall Air Force Base

AF

Panama City

FL

27,348

28,824

$1,476.6

Hurlburt Field

AF

Mary Esther

FL

6,341

6,341

$1,434.1

Navy

Belle Chasse

LA

5,009

5,210

$807.9

AFG

New Orleans

LA

0

67

$126.80

NAS Pensacola

Navy

Pensacola

FL

2,296

5,809

$2,169.9

NAS Whiting Field Milton

Navy

Milton

FL

3,533

4,776

$616.1

Duke Field (Eglin Auxiliary Field 3)

AF

Crestview

FL

1,946

1,946

$319.1

Keesler Air Force Base

AF

Biloxi

MS

1,597

1,670

$2,161.9

AF

Biloxi

MS

114

114

$59.4

NAS JRB New Orleans
NAS JRB New Orleans

Keesler Training Annex 1
Saufley Field

Navy

Pensacola

FL

882

895

$255.3

Camp Rudder (Eglin Auxiliary Field 6)

AF

Holt

FL

855

855

$114.5

Cape San Blas Missile Tracking Annex D-3

AF

Port St. Joe

FL

831

831

$12.1

Gulfport-Biloxi Regional Airport

AFG

Gulfport

MS

11

267

$176.8

Dothan Regional Airport

AFG

Dothan

AL

0

21

$10.3

PRV (M)

Outlying fields, stagefields, basefields
Branch

Nearest city

State

Acres owned

Total acres

NOLF Choctaw

Site

Navy

Navarre

FL

1,450

1,450

$79.3

Cairns Basefield

Army

Daleville

AL

1,326

1,326

$217.9

OLF Bronson

Navy

Pensacola

FL

967

1,098

$18.3

Barin Field

Navy

Foley

AL

763

818

$40.3

NOLF Santa Rosa

Navy

Milton

FL

738

738

$33.6

NOLF Holley

Navy

Navarre

FL

698

698

$32.9

NOLF Brewton

Navy

Brewton

AL

0

653

$37.2

NOLF Spencer

Navy

Pace

FL

640

640

$18.7

NOLF Summerdale

Navy

Summerdale

AL

565

567

$30.6

NOLF Evergreen

Navy

Evergreen

AL

136

444

$25.0

NOLF Wolf

Navy

Summerdale

AL

422

422

$32.7

NOLF Silverhill

Navy

Daphne

AL

400

400

$29.4

Shell Basefield

Army

Enterprise

AL

312

312

$48.8

10C Stagefield

Army

Fort Rucker

AL

180

180

$13.1

Toth Stagefield

Army

Dothan

AL

128

128

$15.6
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Other military bases
Branch

Site

Nearest city

State

Acres owned

Total acres

PRV (M)

Camp Keller (De Soto)
Naval Construction Battalion Center Gulfport

Navy

Biloxi

MS

0

2,483

$17.6

Navy

Gulfport

MS

1,094

1,098

$1,002.4

Surface Warfare Center Panama City

Navy

Panama City

FL

630

678

$465.7

Corry Station

Navy

Pensacola

FL

674

674

$550.6

Stennis Space Center

Navy

Bay St. Louis

MS

347

347

$258.8

Housing
Branch

Nearest city

State

Acres owned

Total acres

PRV (M)

NAS Pensacola Mariner Housing

Site

Navy

Pensacola

FL

0

147

$44.2

Whiting Pines

Navy

Milton

FL

0

98

$61.4

CBC Gulfport Sand Hill Housing

AF

Biloxi

MS

75

75

$48.1

CBC Gulfport Lakeside Housing

Navy

Pascagoula

MS

33

33

$39.4

Other properties
Site

Branch

Nearest city

State

Acres owned

Total acres

PRV (M)

Army

Bay St. Louis

MS

0

4,214

$392.8

AF

Lynn Haven

FL

203

203

$40.1

Naval Support Activity New Orleans East Bank

Navy

New Orleans

LA

25

26

$300.2

Destin Moreno Point

Army

Destin

FL

1

14

$11.1

Mississippi AAP
Lynn Haven Defense Fuel Sup

Source: Department of Defense Base Structure Report Fiscal Year 2012 Baseline (as of Sept. 30, 2011)

tively to encourage new mission elements to the
area. Regional officials act in coordination with
former military officers to attain goals.
In Harrison County, the city of Biloxi updated
its land ordinance to reflect new height restrictions around Keesler Air Force Base. The city of
Gulfport has similar zoning restrictions around
Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport to protect
Air National Guard activities. In addition, the
county holds an annual “Salute to the Military”
to show their support.
The Air Force plan to consolidate 12 commands into five and put Eglin’s 46th under the
purview of a general at Edwards Air Force Base,
Calif., was hatched in a struggling economy
amidst calls for cuts in military spending. The
Air Force and other branches of the military are
being pressed to take action to cut hundreds of
millions of dollars from their budgets and talk
has begun of convening the first Base Realignment and Closure Committee since 2005.

The task force, chaired by Northwest Florida’s
Dr. David Goetsch, has been asked to find ways
to promote, protect and grow missions at the
state’s bases. Saving the 46th Test Wing at Eglin
has been deemed the group’s first priority.
It is conceivable, if the region’s lawmakers,
local government officials and business promoters present an organized, disciplined front as a
nationwide consolidation effort becomes reality,
the Gulf Coast’s military footprint can grow
even larger when the next BRAC Commission
completes is work.
▫▫▫
1

GovernmentContractsWon.com

2

Study by UWF

3

Military publication of the Harrison County Development Commission
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